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EAST HARPTREE PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Present:  Cllrs Andrew Jones (Chair), Pam Carver (Vice-chair) Richard Coombs and Kate 

Gillingham  
 
Clerk:  Sarah-Jane Streatfeild-James 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
Tuesday 19th April 2022 at 7.30pm in The Theatre, East Harptree 

 
Minutes 2022/04 

1. Apologies for absence:  Ward Councillor David Wood and John Vinson. 
 

2. Public forum:  
i) No parishioners attended. 

 
ii) Ward Councillors report – not present 

 
3. Declarations of interest: none 

 
4. Confirmation of minutes of the meeting held on 15th March, 2022: accepted as a 

true record of the meeting. Unanimously agreed. A hard copy was signed by the 
Chair and returned to the Clerk. 

 
5. Planning applications:  

 
i. Reference Number: 22/01400/FUL Application Type:  Full Application 

Site Location: 2 Coley Road Coley Bristol BS40 6AP    
Description of Proposal: Erection of detached garage and home office following 
demolition of outbuildings.  
The Parish Council support this application subject to the Case Officer confirming that the 
relevant buildings regulations are met. 
 

ii. Reference Number: 22/01424/TCA Application Type:  Tree Works Notification in  
Conservation Area 
Site Location: Harptree Court Whitecross Road East Harptree BS40 6AA   
Description of Proposal: London Plane - Crown lift large lowest branches approx 8-10m 
up from tree base - branches approx. 15m in length. 
The Parish Council support this application (3 votes in support, 1 abstention). 

 
6. Formal motions requiring a decision: 

 
i) Final 21-22 accounts – the financial year ended with a surplus of £11K, the council 

had previously been advised it is good practice to have a surplus of between 25-75% 
of the precept amount (greater if the precept is small like ours), and we have now 
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achieved this, partly due to the Playing Field grant being paid out of CIL monies for 
this year. We also have credit on our HMRC account, so this is being used to pay any 
PAYE due by the PC. This credit will cover PAYE for this coming financial year. £700 is 
also held in reserve for a village party, (initially planned for summer 21 post Covid). 
Savings were also made due to paying less hall hire for meetings during the 
pandemic. Agreed to stop paying bi-monthly Zoom subscription as we are no longer 
using it. Discussed the Statement of Accounts produced by Scribe software, the 
turnover figure is superfluous so agreed the Clerk will amend document in Excel and 
add further information about CIL monies held and circulate to councillors. 

 
ii) New parish council noticeboard – following review of previous quotes and having 

confirmed the wall is suitably straight for a larger board, the clerk presented 2 final 
options for a 3 bay oak noticeboard. A board plus a wooden header would cost 
£2097.58, without the header it would be £1907.19. PC agreed unanimously to the 
latter option, without the headboard to stay within agreed budget. Clerk to contact 
owners of the wall to check the larger size is acceptable to them, and if so, will place 
the order. To also remove the second small noticeboard with a map which is in situ 
beside the main one.  

 
iii) Jubilee Street party– Councillors agreed unanimously to pay up to £100 for the 

printing of posters, and any other small items that may be required (eg refuse bags).  
A draft risk assessment had been circulated by the clerk, which is required by the PC 
as the organiser of the event to fulfil the insurance requirements. Following 
discussion agreed the need for a named Safety & Road Closure Officer and First 
Aider. Cllr Jones confirmed he will be planning to attend the event, so agreed he 
would be Safety & Road Closure Officer and to ask residents for a volunteer to be the 
names First Aider. Comments on draft risk assessment accepted, Clerk to update and 
return to Cllr Jones to discuss with publicans. 

 
iv) Updated wording to the electric vehicle and charge point information on the village 

website – current understanding is that there are no suitable areas in the village that 
have the necessary ‘Phase-3’ electricity supply. Cllr Coombs agreed to look at 
information received from WPD and advise the PC on feasibility and cost of installing 
Phase-3 at one of the potential sites in the village (Playing Field car park). 

 
v) Planning for the Annual Village Meeting - Interested groups to date to either have a 

display and/or talk include: 
East Harptree Environment Group 
Jubilee Celebration plans 
Safer Routes to School group 
EHPC Electric vehicle charge point discussion 
East Harptree Village Hall & Playing Field Committee  
EH Community Shop 
Project Newton 
WI 
EHPC Chair’s report for 2021/22 
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Need to readvertise now, Clerk to laminate and put up posters around the village 
and ask shops etc to display a poster. To resend email and ask again for help with 
baking or serving cakes, ?PTA, (Cllr Gillingham and Clerk agreed to help with this). 
Cllr Jones to organise those who wish to speak so they can be added to the agenda, 
(which needs posting by 28th April). 
All councillors to spread the word to encourage people to come along. 

 
7)  Finance: 
 

i) To note standing orders: 
SJ Streatfeild-James - clerks salary (April) 
Paul Sperring - sweepers salary (April) 

 
ii) To note receipt of 1st precept payment on 4th April of £7576. 

 
iii) The following payments agreed, all within budget-  

Date Item Payment to Net VAT Gross 
09.04.22 Clerk’s expenses: 

HWA, Zoom (April) 
SJ Streatfeild-James £23.99 

 
£2.40 £26.39 

1.4.22 ALCA subscription ALCA - - £163.40 
25.3.22 Microsoft Office 

(annual subscription) 
SJ Streatfeild-James £49.99 £10.00 £59.99 

10.3.22 Parish Online course Chago Consulting - - £15.00 
8.4.22 Planning course for 

Clerk 
ALCA - - £40.00 

6.4.22 Electricity for clock 
(1.12.21 to 31.3.22) 

NPower £77.47 £3.87 £81.34 

 
 

8) Matters of report: 
i) Minutes and papers from the CV Climate & Nature Emergency Working Group have been 

circulated to Councillors. 
ii) The PC has been copied into correspondence between a resident and B&NES regarding the 

development in Water Street concerning the type of stone being used. EHPC have made 
strong representations to B&NES, asking for information as to why they have not followed 
their own recommendation to reject this type of stone that is now being used. Discussed if 
any further action can be taken by the PC, correspondence on the Planning Portal shows 
there are ongoing discussions between the Planning Officer and the developer, but 
councillors agreed EHPC to contact the Planning Officer to ask for an update on the use of 
incorrect stone, and to let us know how this will be remedied. To also note that we have 
seen the pictures on the B&NES website used as evidence that this stone is being used 
locally, and that the PC do not recognise any of the 3 newly built houses as being in East 
Harptree. 

iii) Annual insurance renewal is due, and the clerk has replied to brokers with update. 
iv) There are currently 2 councillor vacancies. Cllr Jones to raise this at the Annual Village 

Meeting on May 7th. 
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9) Correspondence received – a resident contacted the PC concerned about trees 
overhanging the High Street, the PC has contacted the landowners and planning 
permission has already been sought to undertake the work required. 

 

Meeting closed at 9.30pm. 

Next meeting: Tuesday 24th May 2022 at 7.30pm. 

 
 
 
 


