
East Harptree Playing Field 

Application to East Harptree Parish 
Council for a grant from Community 

Infrastructure Levy funds - £2,000 
 

1. Overview 

East Harptree Playing Field (registered charity number 1090521) are requesting that the Parish 
Council again consider a grant of £2,000 as a contribution to the annual costs of the Playing Field 
(including the pavilion) for the year ending 31 March 2022. The Playing Field is an important part of 
the village infrastructure – it has been owned by Fields in Trust, formerly The National Playing Fields 
Association, since 18 November 1938 and is managed by the Joint Management Committee for the 
Village Hall and the Playing Field (since 13 August 1958). 

 
 

2. Costs of maintaining the Playing Field 

The total cash costs incurred by the charity each year are around £8,620 broken down as follows: 

 

 

On top of this it should be noted that there is a further contribution of time spent by three people 
who carry out the maintenance on the Playing Field throughout the year for no charge (under the 
auspices of the Joint Management Committee for the Village Hall and the Playing Field).  

The hidden contribution of the time of these individuals is estimated as 6 hours average per week 
for 30 weeks of the year (excluding winter when there is much less to do). At £12 per hour this 
equates to £2,160 per annum. 

So the total real costs on an annual basis including the time not charged for are c£10,800. Wherever 
possible we always look to source the best prices from suppliers within the time constraints that 
clearly exist in a voluntary organisation. 

 

 

 

£
Gas and electricity in the pavilion incl servicing 2,200         
Grass cutting and equipment maintenance and repairs 2,200         
Insurance for the building, contents, play area and grounds equipment 820            
Pavilion and ground maintenance 800            
Football costs 100            
Play Area maintenance and repairs 2,400         
Tennis maintenance and repairs 100            
Total 8,620         



3. Funding 

The main sources of funding to cover the costs are set out below:  

 
 
The Playing Field therefore would normally run in a breakeven or slight loss position assuming that 
the contribution from the Parish Council or the Community Infrastructure Levy is granted. 
 
 
4. Main Proposal - The Project 

4.1 The need for maintenance 

There are three main areas for maintenance as follows: 

• Pavilion – there is ongoing cleaning, fixing lights, annual boiler servicing, plumbing and 
electrics to maintain 

• Play Area – grass and hedge cutting and ensuring that the rubbish bins are emptied regularly 
(particularly in the summer). There is also an annual inspection organised by Fields in Trust 
(most recent one was in October 2021) and this inevitably will always raise points to be 
addressed(small and large). 

• Field – this requires regular grass cutting, hedge cutting and general maintenance to ensure 
it can be used by the community for activities including football, cricket, rounders, rugby 
practice, children’s parties and generally relaxing in an outdoor space.  

4.2 The impact of the Playing Field on the Village and local area 

The Playing Field is an important asset for the 
whole village community as it provides an open 
outdoor space for recreational activities all year 
round along with a pavilion that can be used for 
indoor activities throughout the year and a play 
area for young children. 

The need for space such as the Playing Field has 
become much more appreciated as a result of 
lockdowns and an increasing awareness of the 
benefits that spending time outside in the open 
air can bring. 

 

£
Volunteer hours 2,160.00   
Primary School use for football, Sports Day etc 300.00       
Grant from Parish Council/CIL 2,000.00   
Chew Valley Football Club Juniors 300.00       
Harptree Villages Cricket Club 1,800.00   (subject to weather)
Other Pavilion bookings 1,000.00   

Annual Flower Show fundraising for the Play Area 2,000.00   
100 Club fundraising for the Play Area 900.00       
Total 10,460.00 



4.3 Ongoing maintenance obligations 

The grant is requested to help towards covering the maintenance costs set out above.  

4.4 Community support 

The Playing Field is a popular asset for all ages in the Community and is used by both Harptree 
Villages Cricket Club and Chew Valley Junior Football Club for competitive fixtures. In addition, the 
pavilion and the playing field are used for children’s parties, a local Yoga Group and both the Village 
School and the Preschool and Forest School. 

 

5. Conclusion 

Firstly thank you for considering this application. We believe it is important to continue to support 
the maintenance of this significant community asset (whether directly from the Parish Council or via 
the CIL) and we hope that you are able to support this request.  

For further information please contact Graham Harding (Trustee of the Playing Field and Treasurer 
of the Joint Management Committee for the Hall and the Playing Field). 

 

Graham Harding 
graham.harding03@gmail.com 
07818 046297 
 

14 November 2021 
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