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East Harptree Parish Council 
 
Tel: 07778 317768    www.eastharptree.org     Email: parish.clerk@eastharptreeparish.org 
 
Present:  Cllrs Andrew Jones (Chairman), Pam Carver (Vice-chair), Richard Coombs and 

John Vinson.  
 
Ward Councillor David Wood 
 
Clerk:  Sarah-Jane Streatfeild-James 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
Tuesday 21st September 2021 at 7.30pm in The Theatre, East Harptree 

 
Minutes 2021/09 

1. Apologies for absence: Kate Gillingham 
 

2. Public forum:  
1 member of the public attended to discuss the HELAA (Housing & economic land 
availability assessment) marking on land in the village. 
Ward Councillors report, sent prior to meeting (attached). Cllr Wood was also asked about 
the ‘FixMyStreet’ service for self-reporting issues that need attending to by B&NES. The 
service doesn’t provide good feedback yet, investment in staff training required. Cllr Wood 
to take forward. Cllr Wood also confirmed that with regards to the latest consultation on 
the Local Plan Partial Update (LPPU), the Neighbourhood Plan would trump any decisions 
made as a result of the LPPU, specifically discussed parking spaces for new houses. This 
information came from Simone de Beer at B&NES, but Cllr Wood is to clarify the above with 
regard to the dates the EH Neighbourhood Plan document was adopted. 
 

3. Declarations of interest: None 
 

4. Confirmation of minutes of the meeting held on May 4th 2021: accepted as a true 
record of the meeting. Unanimously agreed. A hard copy was signed by the Chair 
and returned to the Clerk. 

 
5. Planning applications: a new application was received on 21st September, Clerk to 

ask Planning Officer for an extension to submit a response. 
 

6. Formal motions requiring a decision: 
i) The interim accounts for the first quarter of this financial year were reconciled and 

signed by Cllr Carver and agreed by the remaining councillors. One change was made 
to the previously circulated budget sheet, there had been no PAYE paid to HMRC due 
to credit on the account so the budget sheet was amended. 
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ii) The current B&NES Consultation comprises their Draft LPPU and three new 

Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs).  Regarding the need to ensure the 
supply of available housing for the period, the Partial Update identifies the sites that 
will be needed for development.  They are in Bath, Keynsham and the Somer Valley 
and the Draft LPPU looks at these proposals in detail.   There is no section on ‘Rural 
Areas’ as the LPPU has not identified a need for any rural sites to be considered to 
meet the shortfall, so EHPC will not comment on these sections. EHPC agreed to be 
guided by the expertise of the East Harptree Environment Group (EHEG) regarding a 
response to the District Wide Management Policies, reviewed in the Draft.  EHPC 
decided, therefore, to concentrate on its response to the new Transport and 
Development SPD. This includes a new Parking Strategy, which would affect us 
directly, as well as proposals regarding the promotion of the use of ‘ultra-low 
emissions’ vehicles’. 
Prior to the meeting, Cllr Carver had circulated a draft response from EHPC to the 
LPPU consultation. This was agreed by all councillors, subject to Cllr Carver seeking 
clarification from B&NES regarding the Neighbourhood Plan, and confirming it takes 
precedence over any new LPPU decisions. With regards to the multiple-choice 
questions in the consultation, the councillors agreed to “strongly agree” to all 
questions asked, except: 
a) Caveat required to agree to a minimum of parking spaces per new residence 
b) In planning for electric cars, prioritising infrastructure for walkers and cyclists – 

“agree” 
c) Non- residential developments should have passive and active charging points 

installed during build - “agree” 
A discussion followed about the potential for charging points in the village, 
specifically at the Pavilion, and/or devising a plan to share private charging points. 
Many houses have no off-street parking to enable charging at home. Agree to 
research this further, and keep on the agenda. 
Agree that EHPC will respond and will support the EHEG report, and to note the 
qualifications of the report writers, highlighting their considerable expertise in this 
area. EHPC thanked EHEG, Cllr Carver and Cllr Wood for all their work on this 
consultation. 

 
iii) The village clock has required both planned and emergency work in the last 3 

months. The clock stopped and needed a repair to restart it (£80). The solid beam on 
which the bell is hung is rotting and is due for repair in Nov 21. Planned exterior 
repairs and painting agreed in Feb 20 have now been completed. The invoice for the 
work, scaffolding and pavement licence is £1263 inc VAT, this is above the planned 
budget for clock repairs. Councillors asked the Clerk to check this against the original 
quote and to contact the painter for explanation of increase in cost. To discuss at 
next PC meeting. Councillors agreed that the expenditure for the major structural 
work to repair/replace the beam to be funded by CIL funds. 

 
iv) Councillors agreed unanimously not to organise any celebrations to mark the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June 2022, events are usually run by residents. 
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v) To agree and adopt the following policies: 

Financial Regulations 
Standing Orders 
Risk Assessment the above agreed and adopted unanimously 
Asset Register  agreed to review the village pumps and value of phone box and 
review at next meeting in Oct 21. 
 
7 Finance:  
i) To note receipt of the Notice of Conclusion of Audit for year ending 31 March 2021 with 
no comments. 
 
ii) To note receipts: 
9.6.21 - VAT reclaim £193.32 
13.8.21 - 1st instalment of CIL payment for development behind Yearten House £10130.71 
 
 iii) To agree standing orders: 
SJ Streatfeild-James – clerks’ salary (June, July, August, September)  
Paul Sperring – sweepers salary (June, July, August, September) 
 
iv) The following payments agreed: 

Date Item Payment to Amount  VAT 
27.8.21 External audit PKF Littlejohn £240.00 £40.00 
15.9.21 Clerk’s expenses SJ Streatfeild-James £54.33 £2.89 
17.8.21 Spade Paul Sperring  £25.99 £4.33 

 
 

8. Matters of report: 
Minutes and supporting documents have been received from the Chew Valley Climate and 
Nature Emergency Working Group and forwarded to Councillors. It was noted that there has 
been correspondence about the Safe School Walking scheme. Also discussed potential for 
having EV car charging points in the village, Cllr Jones to discuss with resident with expertise 
in this area. 
 
The Clerk recently attended a course about Parish Online, a mapping service available to 
parish councils within B&NES. Agree to remove and update current map of footpaths on the 
village website. There is also a campaign called ‘Don’t Lose your Way’ in association with 
The Ramblers Association, trying to ensure all rights of ways are marked on maps, PC to 
highlight this via website. 
 
The Bristol Airport Expansion Public Inquiry has now finished. Decision to be made by the 
Inspectorate. PC to add any news to village website. 
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9. Report of decisions taken under Covid-19 Special Measures: 
 
Planning applications: 
21/02682/FUL – AND  21/02572/LBA Coley Cottage, Coley. 
Coley Cottage is a Listed Building. The proposals related to some internal alterations and 
necessary external maintenance and repairs; also, the fitting of a new roof-light.  EHPC 
supported the proposals, but noted that we lack the expertise to address any specific issues 
relating to Listed Building Regulations.  We therefore left those considerations to the 
Planning Dept. 
 
21/02740/FUL - ‘Lamorna’, Middle Street, East Harptree  
This proposal relates to a small single storey side extension, replacing the existing porch. It 
was supported by EHPC. 
 
21/03622/VAR consultation, Land to rear of Yearten House, Water St, E Harptree:  It 
appeared that the Variation would result in the ridge height of the building being higher 
than that specified in the Permitted Plan.  EHPC therefore objected. 
 
21/03803/TCA – Harptree House, Whitecross Rd. East Harptree – Councillors had no 
comments regarding the proposed work to the trees in question and were therefore happy 
to leave the decision to the Planning expert. 
 
21/03331/FUL- AND - 21/03332/LBA – Coley Manor Farm, Coley, East Harptree.  
Proposals: 

• Remove and rebuild, sunroom/ utility room. 
• Remove and rebuild back door porch and toilet. 
• Remove garage and replace with kitchen-diner, with access from current kitchen by 

re-opening doorway into the main house. 
It was the Council’s opinion that the three structures that the owners propose rebuilding or 
re-placing, are not in keeping with this significant and attractive farmhouse, understood to 
have been built in 1640 and that they have no visual or architectural merit in their own 
right.  The owners are committed to using materials that, as far as is reasonable and 
possible, reflect the main building.  We supported the fact that the proposed replacements 
will use stonework and roofing in keeping with the old house and in our view visually, the 
current proposals would be acceptable improvements.  
We therefore supported Application 21/03331/FUL, providing the recommendations 
regarding bats and breeding birds were taken forward.  However, we do not have the 
expertise to comment on specific regulations relating to Listed Building Regulations and 
were therefore happy to leave such considerations to the Planning Department.   
 

10. Correspondence received: 
i) The clerk was contacted by a resident concerning a 30mph sign that had been hit by 

a vehicle in the High St and was leaning into the road. This was reported to B&NES 
emergency team. 

ii) Harptrees History Society have asked for news about their events to be posted on 
our website, this has been done. 
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iii) The overgrown hedge in Middle St was reported to EHPC and the developers on the 
site behind Yearten House were contacted and the hedge has now been cut back. 

iv) The previous clerk was billed for anti-virus software for the clerk’s laptop and has 
been refunded (by McAfee, the laptop is not in use). 

v) A member of the EH Environment group has contacted EHPC to say that the 
Wildflower Project has now finished but there are residual funds remaining. They 
have further ideas on which to use the money if agreed. To forward to councillors for 
discussion at next meeting. 

vi) Councillor vacancy remains unfilled. 
 
 
Meeting closed at 21.15pm 
 
Next meeting Tuesday 19th October 2021 in The Theatre, East Harptree 
 


