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Present:  Cllrs Andrew Jones (Chairman), Pam Carver (Vice-chair), Wendy Gregory, 
Richard Coombs, Kate Gillingham and John Vinson.  
Ward Councillor David Wood 

 
Clerk:  Sarah-Jane Streatfeild-James 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on  
Tuesday 20th April 2021 at 7.30pm via Zoom 

Minutes 2021/04 
1. Apologies for absence: none 

 
2. Public forum:  
i) No members of the public present 
ii) Ward Councillors report, sent prior to meeting (attached). 

Cllr Carver thanked Councillor Wood for trying to contact the Planning Officer 
about the Silvertrees development. Regarding his report, she asked for 
clarification on what he meant by “the short to medium term” regarding new 
housing schemes in the context of infill. Cllr Wood to confirm at next meeting. He 
said that he had been given “an informal indication of no new housing allocation 
to East Harptree in the Local Plan”. Cllrs Wood’s report had also mentioned the 
re-drawing of Housing Development Boundaries. Cllr Jones asked him to ensure 
that any anticipated changes in East Harptree would be discussed with us first. 

 
3. Declarations of interest: None 

 
4. Confirmation of minutes of the meeting held on February 16th 2021: accepted as a 

true record of the meeting. Unanimously agreed. A hard copy has been sent to the 
Vice-chair to sign. 
 

5. i) App Ref: 21/01072/FUL Location: 2 Chapel Buildings West Harptree Road East 
Harptree Bristol BS40 6BQ  
Erection of garage to include electric car charging port  
Name of applicant: Mrs Rosie Peat 
Case Officer: Christine Moorfield 
The existing detached garage, which belongs to property 3, Chapel Buildings, was 
allowed at appeal in August 2005, but comments then noted that this should not 
create a precedent. However, there is a subsequent history of similar applications to 
build additional garages on this parking area, all of which have been refused and 
subsequently dismissed at appeal. The current proposal is virtually identical with 
regard to size and appearance, to the last application (07/02276/FUL) which was 
refused and subsequently dismissed at appeal on 17.07.08. On this occasion the 
inspector notice that “a further detached garage would add significantly to the urban 
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form of the immediate surroundings” and would not be in keeping with the AONB. It 
was cited that this was contrary to policies D2, D4 and NE2 of the Local Plan. Because 
these policies have not changed, councillors agreed to OBJECT to this proposal (5 
votes to object, 1 abstention). It was also noted that should B&NES decide to permit 
this build, the current gap of less than 15 inches between the existing garage and the 
new build would create a number of difficulties. 
 
ii)21/01195/VAR Application Type:  Application for Variation of Condition 
Site Location: Silvertrees, Church Lane, East Harptree Bristol  
Description of Proposal: Variation of conditions 10 (Visibility Splay) and 15 (Plans List) of 
application 18/01034/VAR (Variation of condition 19 of application 16/04629/FUL)). 
Name of Applicant: Simon James Homes 
Case Officer: Martin Almond 
Councillors expressed concern regarding the length of time it has taken to resolve 
the issue of the Visibility Splay, given the safety issues involved and that the fact that 
it did not accord with the agreed conditions was raised two years ago. The developer 
now proposes the slight lowering of the retaining wall to the left (on exit) and a 
‘SLOW’ road marking for traffic coming down the hill to the right. 
It appears that the Highways Dept is now prepared to accept the current proposals 
as an acceptable compromise in terms of safety.  The parish council therefore 
decided to make no further comment. 
 

 
6. Formal motions requiring a decision: 

i) To review and sign off accounts for 20-21. Cllr Gillingham asked about the 
situation with CIL money being held in a separate fund for general use within 
the Chew Valley group, a decision has been made at valley level to disband 
this fund, so could the money put aside for Chew Valley spend now be 
reallocated back to the village fund? No formal notice has been received 
from the Chew Valley group, Clerk to seek confirmation. Cllr Jones noted that 
reserves in the PC account are back to nearer 50% which was the target level 
councillors had previously discussed. This is due primarily to a VAT refund, 
HMRC credit, no clerk in post for 2 months and less expense on hall hire 
during the pandemic. The Clerk informed the councillors that she intends to 
make annual VAT reclaims at the end of each financial year moving forwards. 
Proposed to sign off account by Cllr Vinson, seconded by Cllr Jones subject to 
any change by the Internal Auditor, in which case the accounts will be 
brought back to the May meeting. Unanimously agreed. 
 

ii) To review the parish council banking situation - the decision to move the 
bank accounts from NatWest has previously been made, counsellors are keen 
to move to Triodos Bank if possible, but this remains closed to new 
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applications despite waiting 3 months. The Clerk proposed moving to Unity 
Trust bank at this point because the situation with NatWest is not acceptable, 
with the option still open to move to Triodos at a later date if and when they 
reopen, and the counsellors still preferred that option. Unity Bank also have 
good ethical and community focused credentials. Cllrs voted unanimously to 
move the bank accounts to Unity Trust now, subject to confirming there 
would be no penalty should they wish to move to Triodos in the near future. 
Clerk to clarify this and start procedure to move the accounts. 

 
 

iii) The PC laptop remains in a poor state, discussion involved whether to wipe it 
at this point and donate it, eg to the local school. The Clerk is using her 
personal laptop with cloud backup. Cllr Jones proposed to keep the laptop for 
now and make a decision at a later date, and to try and see if it can improved. 
5 votes in favour, 1 abstention. 
 

iv) Current legislation allowing PC’s to hold virtual meetings expires on the 6th 
May – discussion about how the parish council may be able to meet legally 
and safely after this date. Cllr Jones proposed the use of a conference phone 
to enable hybrid meetings (councillors and clerk in the hall, members of the 
public able to attend via zoom or in person). A risk assessment of the hall will 
need to be undertaken, some councillors are not comfortable to meet in 
person as yet, and this was noted. To await result of court decision about the 
possible extension of virtual meetings. Confirmed that the May meeting will 
be held on May 4th, after the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council.  

 
7. Finance:  
i) To note standing orders: 

Paul Sperring - sweepers salary. Annual pay increase noted and backpay to be 
arranged.  
 

ii) To note clerk’s salary: paid by cheque, due on 15th of each month 
 

iii)  To agree clerk’s expenses: 
£3.60 (home working allowance) + £18.90 (petrol)  
 

iv) To agree cheque payments - e-on annual electricity bill for the village clock - 
£143.03 
 

8. Matters of report: 
i) Feedback from Parish Liaison Meeting on 24th March – Cllr Carver attended 

this meeting, minutes recently received, and these have been forwarded to 
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all councillors. Nothing requiring discussion at this stage, although a lot is 
taking place, all noted in the minutes. 
 

ii) Feedback from the Parish Councils Airport Association on 25th March – 
attended by Cllr Gregory. The association is preparing for the upcoming 
Public Inquiry regarding the expansion of Bristol Airport. The Inquiry is now 
expected to last 40 days not the intended 18 which will have a huge impact 
on legal costs. Discussion followed about how much EH Parish Council could 
contribute beyond the £75 annual membership fee. Also discussed what 
money should be used if the council felt able to contribute, whether asking 
residents for donations might be a more suitable option. Cllrs Jones & Carver 
supported the latter, and their view was that the Parish Council should 
definitely not use precept funds. Agreed to post information on the village 
website to inform residents.  
 

iii) Water St closure was added to the agenda in error, the road is not due to 
close on 21st April, this is the date at the end of the period to object to the 
closure. The area affected is not part of the main route on Water Street, but 
the corner of the access road to the proposed site. 

 
iv) Middle St is currently partially closed for a maximum of 5 days. 

 
v) Two members of the public had written to express concern about the 

proposed lighting arrangements in the current planning conditions for the 
Water St development. 4 bollard style lights are planned, which is contrary to 
any other lighting in the village and the ‘dark skies’ policy. Cllr Jones 
proposed a letter to the Planning Officer to highlight concerns. Cllr Jones to 
draft letter for clerk to forward to Planning Officer. 

 
vi) The parish council had received information from Mendip Hills AONB about 

evidence of tipping on Smitham’s Hill. Council to ascertain if this is on public 
land or not and discuss with resident who raised the concern. 

 
vii) Councillor Jones raised that it is healthy for every organisation to rotate their 

Chairperson on a regular basis to accommodate a diversity of styles. With the 
election for a Chair due to come up in the next annual PC meeting in May, he 
said that he would stand down to leave the coast clear for others to put 
themselves forward for election. He confirmed that he will remain a Parish 
Councillor and was also happy to continue with the financial overseer role 
that he performs at present, unless a new incoming Chairperson wanted to 
take this on. 

Meeting closed at 21.30pm 


