
 East Harptree Parish Council 
Tel: 07778 317768    www.eastharptree.org     Email: parish.clerk@eastharptreeparish.org 

 
 
 

Signed by:………………………………………….. Date:……………………………………………….East Harptree 
Parish Council- minutes of the meeting held on Feb 16th 2021 
 

Present: Cllrs Andrew Jones (Chairman), Pam Carver (Vice-chair), Kate Gillingham, 
Wendy Gregory, Richard Coombs and John Vinson. 

 Ward Councillor David Wood 
 
Clerk:  Sarah-Jane Streatfeild-James 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on  
Thursday 16th February 2021 at 7.30pm via Zoom 

Minutes 2021/02 
1. Apologies for absence: none 

 
2. Public forum: 2 members of the public in attendance. 1 member who is the existing 

rep asked for a resolution to the vacancy for a second rep for the Chew Valley Area 
Forum Climate & Nature Emergency Working Group (CVAF C&NE WG). She also 
informed the council about an online dialogue tool that has been offered for our use 
free of charge, which may help engage with parishioners and ascertain views on 
upcoming projects. She will circulate papers to councillors for information. 
 
Report from Ward Councillor Wood: Cllr Wood apologised for not sending papers 
prior to the meeting. Cllr Wood has visited the sites of flooding on Smithams Hill, 
repairs have been made to a manhole cover, and B&NES have resolved to repair 
pipes and a culvert, and a blockage on Weston Lane this season. Some gullies have 
also been built at the wrong height and these will be repaired. Litter picking along 
the A and B roads in B&NES will be undertaken by B&NES in Feb/March and this year 
and again in the autumn. 
 

3. Declarations of interest: none (In the context of planning proposals, Cllr Carver 
noted that in a small village, it was likely that many applicants would be well know to 
councillors. Cllr Jones clarified that it is generally understood by local council 
associations that this should not stop councillors commenting on planning 
applications otherwise parish councils would never be able to form a quorum for 
such decisions. However, ultimately it was down to the individual councillors to 
decide what they felt could be perceived to constitute a conflict of interest for 
themselves and if they felt uncomfortable they should declare an interest. 
 

4. Confirmation of minutes of the meeting held on January 19th 2021: accepted as a 
true record of the meeting. Unanimously agreed. 
 

5. Planning applications:  
Application Type:  Listed Building Consent (Alts/exts) Reference Numbers: 21/00379/LBA and 
21/00378/FUL 
Site Location: Church Farm Church Lane East Harptree Bristol  
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Description of Proposal: External alterations for the replacement of existing window with oriel 
window, construction of rooflights within existing extension and installation of PV panels to existing 
internal roof. Case Officer: Helen Ellison. Expiry: 04.03.21 
Clarification was sought from a parishioner with planning expertise. Both these applications refer to 
the same work, but because it is a listed building, there has to be separate applications regarding 
those specific consents. Resolved to support the application, subject to a guarantee that blinds will 
be used in new roof lights to mitigate any light spill in light of the ‘dark skies’ policy. Agreed 
unanimously. With regards to the listed building application the parish council did not believe they 
are qualified to comment and resolved to defer the decision to the planning department. Agreed 
unanimously. 
 
iii) Application Reference: 21/00510/VAR  
Address: 2 Coley Road, Coley, Bristol, BS40 6AP 
Proposal: Variation of condition 4 (Soft Landscaping (Pre-occupation)) of application 20/02886/FUL 
(Erection of double and single storey extension to side) 
Case Officer: Christine Moorfield. Expiry date for Consultation: 2.3.2021 
The variation proposed, is to add the planting of five fruit trees to the soft landscaping. 
Agreed unanimously. 
 

6. Formal motions requiring a decision: 
i) To approve a response to the B&NES Local Plan Partial Update options consultation: 

The Parish Council had invited Bernice Roberts to this part of the meeting. Bernice 
Roberts had been a member of the East Harptree Climate and Nature Emergency 
Group and is a member of the East Harptree Environment Group. She had provided 
the Parish Council with a draft document of possible responses to the Consultation 
Options that relate to these areas and the council thanked her for the amount of 
work she had undertaken. Queries were raised, especially with regard to her views 
on residential infrastructure for electric vehicles and the placement of wind turbines. 
Councillors voted unanimously to adopt Bernice Roberts proposed responses and to 
incorporate the response regarding disabled access, raised by a member of the 
public. The response document will be amended accordingly, and the Clerk will 
submit it by email, to meet the deadline of 18th February. 
 

ii) To approve payment of £2000 grant for the EH Playing Fields. Cllr Gillingham 
informed the council that new goalposts had recently been purchased. This grant will 
be paid for from precept funds, not CIL. Unanimously agreed. 

 
iii) To consider a CIL grant application for £350 for a wildflower project for EH. 

Unanimously agreed. Grant to be sent to and overseen financially by the EH 
Environment Group. 
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iv) To review and consider responses to the East Harptree Climate & Nature Emergency 
working group’s final report. Resolved to publish reports in full on the village 
website. Authors have agreed to submit to the council a precis of their reports for 
use on the website to encourage engagement from parishioners. To use website as a 
catalyst for planning. Clerk to organise the information on the website with help of 
website designer. An informal group comprising Cllrs Coombs, Gillingham and 
Gregory to be formed. Need to inspire parishioners, to highlight previous successful 
projects, showcase what is already happening, to use ‘dialogue tool’ on website if it 
looks suitable, to gain views of parishioners. Working group to come back to Parish 
Council with suggestions. 
 

v) To approve spend on Office 365 for new clerk. Clerk is using her own laptop due to 
the parish computer no longer working or suitable. Office 365 had already expired 
on the parish laptop. Unanimously agreed to the purchase, Clerk to also look at 
backup storage of documents for accessibility in the future. 

 
vi) To approve whether to start to transfer to online ethical bank. Option to move to the 

Co-op no longer possible, parish councils do not fulfil the criteria for their business or 
charity accounts. Unity Trust is ethical and accepting new accounts. Triodos is 
currently closed to new accounts due to surge in applications last year. Resolved to 
wait up to 3 months and wait to see if Triodos will open to new clients within this 
time. Majority agreed to defer the plan move now. 

 
vii) To consider whether to transfer the obligation for keeping 21km of EH roads and 

paths clear of vegetation growth from B&NES to EHPC. Unanimously agreed not to 
agree to this. 

 
viii) To confirm which proposed action topics put forward by Chew Valley Area Forum 

Climate & Nature Emergency should be prioritised from EH perspective. Resolved to 
support all the actions suggested by the group. Agreed: 5 for with Cllr Carver 
abstaining. 

 
ix) To agree to bring forward the date of the Annual Meeting of EHPC to May 4th at 

7.30pm IF no change to current legislation regarding virtual meetings (due to end on 
May 6th). Unanimously agreed. 

 
x) To consider whether to join the Parish Councils Airport Association, and if so to 

nominate a representative. The Chair proposed deferring this decision for a month, 
Cllr Vinson believed that it was necessary to decide now given timescale of planning 
applications. Resolved to join the PCAA, 5 votes for, 1 against. Representative role to 
be shared by Cllrs Vinson and Gregory. Agreed to pay the £75 annual subscription. 
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xi) To discuss practicalities of holding the Annual Village Meeting of the Parish in April 
as planned. Resolved to postpone holding the meeting in April, and to decide any 
further plans at a later date when any changes to legislation will be known. 
Unanimously agreed. 
 

xii) To purchase new defibrillator pads and battery for the machine at the village hall. 
The 2 sets of pads have a Feb and April expiry, and battery is due for a change.  Costs 
are £30/set of pads and @225 +VAT for the battery. Clerk to check budget for funds 
and report back to Cllr Gillingham. 

 
7. Finance: 

i) To note standing orders: 
Paul Sperring – sweepers salary 

ii) To agree clerk’s salary and expenses: £3.60 (home allowance) + £9.45 (petrol) 
+ £5.10 (postage stamps) 

iii) Half payment of membership to Society of Local Council Clerks £60 
iv) Cheque payment to the Information Commissioners Office - £40 

 
8. Matters of report: 

 
i) Three residents have reported issues with road encroachment of the pavement at 

Pinkers Farm, and some have suggested changing it to a virtual pavement similar to 
the one in the High Street. Agreed to discuss with Cllr Wood, and the Clerk to seek 
views of the village via village email list and Facebook.  

ii) There is a councillor vacancy, clerk to advertise at the same time as asking village 
about virtual pavement. 

iii) Second rep role in CV Area Forum Climate & Nature Emergency Working Group, 
after discussion, all agreed for 3 councillors, Cllrs Gillingham, Vinson and Gregory to 
fill the role, rotating attendance at monthly meetings for the next 6 months, then to 
review. 

iv) The clock hammer is currently being repaired.  
v) The Village Hall and Playing Fields Committee met recently, Cllr Gillingham attended. 

Important meeting on 17th Feb, no councillors able to attend, Cllr Gillingham to send 
apologies.  

vi) Parishioner Paul Waldron has informed Cllr Carver that instead of having a specific 
date for the annual litter pick this year, he will provide the equipment for anyone 
who wishes to take part at a time to suit themselves, with their own household 
bubble. Parishioners to contact him for the equipment. 

 
Reports of decisions taken under COVID-19 Special Measures: 

i) To avoid delay, a decision was made to support the letter of a local resident to 
B&NES Planning Dept.  The letter commented on the proposal for the discharge 
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of planning conditions for the new Water Street Development and related to 
concerns regarding the proposed Construction Management Plan.  The Parish 
Council’s letter was sent on 1st February and has been posted by B&NES under 
the Documents section for this application.  
 

ii) Planning Application 21/00259/FUL – Eastwood Manor Mews. The window for 
responding to this application, fell between Parish Council Meetings.  The 
proposal was for a comparatively small-scale domestic project, involving the 
erection of ground mounted solar panels on the applicants’ land.  The Parish 
Council supports the use of carbon free energy alternatives in the Parish, but 
endeavours to ensure that this is balanced against being in an AONB and any 
negative impacts.  It was the council’s understanding that the installation would 
be well screened and the proposal was therefore given its full support.        

 
 
Meeting closed at 22.10pm  
 
 


