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Present:  Cllrs Andrew Jones (Chairman), Pam Carver (Vice-chair), Wendy Gregory, 
Richard Coombs and John Vinson. Ward Councillor David Wood 

 
Clerk:  Sarah-Jane Streatfeild-James 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on  
Thursday 16th March 2021 at 7.30pm via Zoom 

Minutes 2021/03 
1. Apologies for absence: Kate Gillingham 

 
2. Public forum:  
i) 2 members of the public attended in order to comment on their planning 

application, Cllr Jones offered them a chance to speak within the forum or when 
discussing the application, they requested to speak during the latter. 

ii)  Ward Councillors report, sent prior to meeting (attached). 
Discussion followed and Cllr Wood told the Cllrs that B&NES is opening The Hub for 2 weeks 
when ideas and thoughts can be shared about the Rural Landscape Character Assessment 
Review, Cllr Wood to send the link to the Parish Council. 
 
Cllrs asked Cllr Wood about the situation regarding the pavement at Pinkers Farm, which 
was built to the specification of a revised drawing that did not accord with the original 
approved drawing. They asked if B&NES were still discussing the enforcement process, and 
whether the question of which drawing was used to build the pavement to the size it 
currently is, is still being considered. Cllr Wood to ask B&NES and report back. 
 

3. Declarations of interest: None 
 

4. Confirmation of minutes of the meeting held on February 16th 2021: accepted as a 
true record of the meeting. Unanimously agreed. A hard copy has been sent to the 
Chair to sign. 
 

5. i) St Michael’s Church House, Townsend, EH.  App 21/00602/FUL  Proposal to build 
a two-storey side extension. 
The owners said they were new to the planning process.  Cllr Carver explained that 
the Parish Council was an official consultee, but that did not mean that any 
recommendations made would automatically be followed.  B&NES would consider 
various reports and information before arriving at their own decision.  Also, the 
Parish Council should not make recommendations based purely on personal likes or 
dislikes; there had to be material reasons. The owners explained that this was their 
much-loved home and that the proposed extension would provide an additional 
bedroom and greater living space. They explained that rather than try to ‘mimic’ the 
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existing church building, they intentionally went for a design which made a clear 
statement in its own right. 
 

Cllr Carver noted that there was no specification of what sort of wood was to be used and 
the owners thought that this had not been decided yet. The large roof light on the rear of 
the extension was noted and the owners said they were sympathetic to the Dark Skies 
policy and would undertake whatever measures were necessary to mitigate.  Cllr Jones 
raised the issue of adequate parking space, it was thought that there would be sufficient 
available space for a four bedroom property. 
 
Cllr Carver noted a statement on the Planning Application, that having disabled access was 
required. It had been brought to her attention, however, that despite the architects’ 
statement that regarding Inclusive Access, “The project has been carefully designed to 
ensure Approved Document Part M Compliance for wheelchair access and is an important 
consideration to the client”, there was no evidence on the plans that this was the case.  Cllr 
Carver explained that this did not affect the decision as to whether or not to support the 
proposal, but it might be something they would want to take up with the architect.  
(The meeting was then reconvened) 
 
There were varying views from councillors.  It was generally agreed that the council did not 
object to the proposed shape and size of the extension, but the contemporary vertical 
wooden cladding was an issue for some. There was discussion about the appearance, 
sustainability and potential for the wood cladding to mellow in time, and it was difficult to 
form an opinion due to lack of information about the wood and any possible treatments.  
The Chew Valley Neighbourhood Plan (CVNP) advocates the use of traditional building 
materials which includes natural timber. The village Character Assessment which informs 
the CVNP states that building materials should not be used that, “may detract from the 
visual character of the traditional buildings.” Cllr Carver thought that the proposed 
contemporary design, clearly visible from the road, could be said to detract from the original 
building.  Others personally disliked the roadside appearance of the proposed extension, but 
were concerned that this was a subjective view rather than a material objection.  
 
Cllrs agreed to leave the decision to the Planning Officers, however the Parish Council would 
like the Dark Skies policy to be mitigated by installation of blinds or other such means, and 
to mention the parking requirements, and to note the lack of clarification in the plans about 
the type of wood that would be used. Resolved with 4 votes in favour, 1 abstention. 
 
Glebe House, Church Lane EH App 21/007770/TCA – proposal to undertake tree works in a 
Conservation Area – Cllrs agreed to support this application on the basis that this was 
normal maintenance deemed necessary to keep the trees at an appropriate size for the plot. 
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Proposal to erect a haybarn at Coley Narrow, Coley East Harptree, App 21/00819/AGRA – 
Cllrs agreed that the proposed structure would mostly be obscured from public view, was of 
a reasonable size and was required for suitable purpose, although there was concern 
regarding the drawing of the property boundary. Cllrs would support the application subject 
to a comment being made regarding clarification of the boundary. Unanimously agreed to 
support. 

 
6. Formal motions requiring a decision: 

i) To consider arrangements for keeping parish footpaths & other public rights of 
way clear of vegetation – Cllrs Jones and Gillingham have discussed the scheme 
that would involve the Parish Council taking over the management of this work in 
more detail with Sheila Petheridge, B&NES Public Rights of Way Officer in order 
to understand what is involved. B&NES currently have a schedule of work and 
use 2 contractors to keep 3 paths clear of weeds and ground overgrowth. Cllrs 
felt that there was no benefit in the Parish Council taking on the additional 
workload to manage this at present, agreed unanimously not to join the scheme 
at the present time and to review in a year. 
 

7. Finance:  
i) To note standing orders: 

Paul Sperring - sweepers salary 
 

ii) To agree clerk’s salary and expenses: 
£3.60 (home working allowance) + £9.45 (petrol)  
Half payment of membership of SLCC Practitioners Conference £45 (inc VAT) 
Zoom subscription and HP Ink (March) £14.39 + £3.49 = £75.93 total expenses 
 

iii) To agree cheque payments - Community Heartbeat £282 (inc VAT) 
  SLCC Local Council Administration reference book 12th ed £123.80 

Dan Stevenson website maintenance £100 
Nathan Coffin clock repairs £450 

 
8. Matters of report: 

i. An email had been sent to the Playing Field committee (and copied to the Parish 
Council) from a resident regarding a breach of Covid regulations at the playground. 
The PF committee responded quickly by reminding users of the playing field of the 
rules. 

A resident has previously suggested an online communication tool for gathering feedback 
from a community to the Parish Council, and provided added information as requested, and 
has now enquired as to the intended next steps. The PC still has questions about the tool, 
such as cost, which website this would be run from, how it would be moderated, and by 
whom, who would oversee its use. However, the ‘Safe routes to School’ plan might be a 
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suitable project in which to trial the tool and help inform whether it could be a useful tool to 
consider for wider adoption in future. Cllr Jones to discuss with resident. 

ii. Cllr Gregory and the Clerk have both been monitoring Triodos bank and whether it 
has opened to new applications. Cllr Gregory spoke to the bank and there are no 
plans at present. 

iii. A new Internal Auditor has been appointed, Ian Dagger.  
iv. Cllr Gregory has asked Dan Stevenson about the website capacity for lots of photos, 

with regard to the photos for the Wildflower project. Advised there will be no issue 
with adding a link/page to the current page about the project. Concern raised that 
the posters that are being circulated are asking for photos from schoolchildren to be 
sent to the Parish Clerk, which would create too much work. Cllr Gregory will discuss 
with resident overseeing the project to ensure all photos are collated by the school 
and sent to the PC for uploading to the website as one file. 

A resident has contacted the PC enquiring about the reason why the speed limit on the High 
Street was still 30mph, advised that a survey had been performed in 2019 and the reduction 
has been agreed and is now simply waiting to be added to B&NES' schedule of highways 
works. This is expected to be sometime next financial year. 

 
 
Meeting closed at 21.30pm.  Next meeting: Tuesday 20th April at 7.30pm via zoom 


