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15.12.20 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD VIA THE ZOOM PLATFORM ON 
TUESDAY 15th December 2020 – STARTING AT 7.30PM 

 
Present: Cllrs Andrew Jones (Chair), Pam Carver (Vice Chair), Richard Coombs, Kate 
Gillingham, Wendy Gregory (Cllr Gregory left the meeting at Item 8), Cllr David Wood and 
Vickie Isaac (taking minutes) 
 
Item 1  
Apologies for absence. 
Cllr Vinson 
 
Item 2 
Public Forum – in attendance: 
Sarah-Jane Streatfeild-James newly appointed Parish Clerk from Bishop Sutton commencing  
Jan 21  
Cllr Wood – Ward Councillor B&NES 
Jackie Head with interests in item 6 (i) 
 
Bristol airport expansion appeal - (North Somerset Council planning ref 
20/P/2896/APPCON). Jackie Head has taken the opportunity to make comments regarding 
additional documents submitted by Bristol Airport Ltd in its appeal against the Council’s 
decision to refuse the application for expansion. JH has written a report, which has been 
circulated to all EHP Cllrs prior to the meeting, and has urged EHPC to submit a response to 
B&NES (on the additional information) to counter the arguments put forward.  
 
Cllr Wood: 
Response to Bristol Airport Application: B&NES planning officers are preparing a response 
and this will be approved at Cabinet level. Cllr Wood has asked that this is sent out to Parish 
Councils as soon as there is a draft available, to help inform and encourage PC responses. 
Cllr Sarah Warren (Cabinet Member for Climate Emergency and Neighbourhood Services 
B&NES) will also be drafting a letter to the local MP to urge his support and Cllr Wood has 
asked that this is also circulated to Parish Councils.  
Pinker’s Yard: request for planning enforcement action.  B&NES has received a letter from a 
direct access barrister on behalf of a local resident to press this case.  The decision is due to 
be made by planning officers this week as to whether there is a case for enforcement.  The 
case of breach has been proven but Highways needs to assess if the breach is significant 
enough to justify enforcement action.  Cllr Wood has been pushing the case, however, it is 
ultimately a B&NES decision. 
Rewilding: Cllrs Wood has been supporting the rewilding project trying to source wild 
flower seed supplies and hopes to have some more news soon. 
Flooding: Residents brought to his attention a wrongly placed drain on Smitham’s Hill.  The 
flooding team is planning some works and he is waiting for the detail to come through – he 
will keep EHPC notified.  
Virtual Footway: This is now completed – giving the village school children and parishioners 
a safe pathway up and down the High St. With regards to the situation around parking on 
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the virtual pathway, the Parish Council will look into this and seek further guidance from 
B&NES.  
Gulley Cleaning: All the gulleys in the parish are due to be cleaned over the next month or 
two, which should help clear floodwater 
Local Plan Partial Update: B&NES will invite CVNP Parish Council representatives (and 
anyone else as needed) to a meeting in the new year to discuss the LPPU and listen to the 
unique perspective of the valley. 
 
Item 3  
Declarations of Interest:  
None 
 
Item 4  
Confirmation of the Minutes of previous meetings: 
The minutes of the Parish Council held on 20th October 2020 were agreed and signed as a 
true copy by the Chair, Andrew Jones. 
 
Item 5  
Formal Motions requiring a decision:  
i) Interim accounts to 30 September 2020 and bank reconciliation agreed. 
ii) Agreed that a donation of £50 be made to the Royal British Legion in lieu of payment 

for the EH Parish Remembrance wreath. 
iii) A donation of £75 to Dial-A-Ride was agreed and further support for the service 

during 21/22 will be considered if anyone from East Harptree is using Dial-a-ride.  
iv) Agreed that ongoing IT support from Daniel Stephenson, already approved by Cllrs 

will be invoiced and paid quarterly in advance. 
Agreed that the annually announced increase in the Real Living Wage to be adopted by May 
is applied to relevant employees with effect from the start of council's financial year on 1 
April. 
 
Item 6  
Parish Council Matters 
i) Bristol Airport Expansion Appeal: Taking into account JH feedback and suggestions 

and Cllr Wood’s input – EHPC agreed to wait for the formal response from B&NES 
before formulating its own response. It was agreed that any response taken would 
have to be agreed under Special Measures in order to meet the deadline of January 
6th 21. 

ii) Chew Valley Area Forum Climate and Nature Emergency Working Group: Following 
the resignation of one of the two EH parish representatives there is now a vacancy. It 
was agreed that the vacancy would be advertised as widely as possible and would be 
addressed at the Jan 21 meeting. In the meantime, a letter has been sent to the 
continuing rep confirming that Cllrs John Vinson and Kate Gillingham will temporarily 
cover the vacancy pending finding a replacement. 

iii) East Harptree Climate and Nature Emergency Working Group: The administrator for 
this website page will continue to be EHPC in the short term. The PC will review the 
situation once the Working Group has reported back to the Council in due course.   
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iv) EHPC laptop now with Cllr Vinson to ascertain how well this is working and if, in due 
course, a new laptop is needed.   

Item 7  
Financial: 
 

i) Salaries: road sweeper paid by standing order. No clerk salary payment for 
November & December. No HMRC tax payment required due to offset of credit. 

ii) Draft budget and precept for 2021/22 – Cllrs to given the opportunity to 
familiarise themselves with the draft and offer amendments to the budget - 
comments to be submitted by the end of December before being submitted for 
approval at the January 21 meeting.  

iii) Agreed payment of 2019/20 to external audit (PKF Littlejohn) invoice - £240 inc. 
VAT 

iv) Agreed payment of chairman’s expenses - Zoom monthly subscriptions for Oct & 
Nov (£28.78 inc. VAT)   

v) Agreed payment of new website development costs invoice from Daniel 
Stephenson - £794.50  

vi) Statements for interim accounts ending December 2020 needed for incoming 
clerk – Cllr KG to supply.  

 
Item 8  
Matters of Report. 
 
i) Issues agreed under Special Measures, regarding the Appointment of a New 

Parish Clerk / RFO and Related Matters  
 
The REMPAG met on 5th November.  They carefully considered and agreed a 
revised Job Description for the Parish Clerk and reviewed options for 
recruitment, following Vickie Isaac’s resignation.  Having re-visited the previous 
application of the second choice for the post, it was agreed that the Parish 
Council should pursue this option if possible, as opposed to re-starting the 
recruitment process from scratch.  A revised and updated Job Description for the 
Clerk / RFO was circulated to Councillor’s via email and was agreed unanimously 
by the Parish Council. REMPAG’s subsequent Advice to the Council on 8th 
November, 2020 was: Having considered the situation very carefully, REMPAG is 
unanimous in its recommendation to the Parish Council, that, pending an 
informal meeting with S-J Streatfeild-James when we would carefully go through 
the revised and more detailed Job Description with her, and following the receipt 
of positive references, she should be offered the position of Parish Clerk. Cllrs 
unanimously agreed this proposal, via email.  Following the receipt of very 
positive references, a formal offer was made to Ms Streatfeild-James on 25th 
November 2020, which she accepted.  A commencement date of 1st January, 
2021 has been agreed. Under ‘Special Measures’ a report from the REMPAG 
regarding a salary review of the new Clerk’s remuneration, was circulated to Cllrs 
on the 15th November.  This report advised a change in hours and the salary 
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level on appointment, the latter based on evidence from the NALC and SLCC 
National Agreement on Salaries and Conditions of Service and its guidance on 
benchmarking.  Following discussion at an informal meeting on 17thNovember, 
2020, the Parish Council agreed unanimously to implement the REMPAG’s 
advice. 
 
Planning Applications dealt with under Special Measures in order to meet 
B&NES deadlines: Ref- 20/03382/VAR Amendment – Pinker’s Farm 
Development, East Harptree. Cllrs considered the Amendment to the requested 
Variation by the developer, for the conversion of carports to garages, to now 
reduce the number of proposed conversions from five garages to three.  Further 
to the Parish Council’s letter of 7th October, to B&NES, detailing its objection to 
the proposed Variation and pointing out a number of further concerns, it was 
agreed unanimously by Cllrs via email discussion, that the Parish Council should 
again write to the Case Manager, stressing that the new amendment did not 
affect the Council’s objection to the conversion to garages and noting that the 
other issues and concerns raised previously , remained outstanding.  
 
Ref - Planning Application - 20/04150/FUL – Single storey side extension at 
‘Mendip Green’, West Harptree Rd. Following careful review of the 
documentation, Cllrs agreed unanimously via email, to support this application. 

(ii)  Payments approved under Special Measures - new road safety sign for road 
sweeper (£25.27) 

(iii) Following her resignation, the Parish Council will write to Bernice Roberts, 
thanking her for her exemplary contribution to the Climate and Nature Emergency 
Working Groups. 

 
Item 9  
Date and Time of Next Meeting: 19th January 2021 @ 7.30pm 
 
Andrew Jones 
EH Parish Chair 
21st December 2020 
01761 221907 
Parish.clerk@eastharptreeparish.org 
 


